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We are volunteers working to put out a free community 
newspaper for the Carterton district. If we have made a 
mistake, just let us know at crier.ed@gmail.com and we will 
endeavour to make amends. Thanks for supporting us and 
our community.

Find us online at www.cartertonnz.com/crier kindly hosted by 
Go Carterton – District Business Initiative.

 Facebook: cartertoncrier

Do you have a great story for us? 
Or an idea for an article?
Story : 300 words in a Word document or email.
Photos : �High Res JPEG file format
Please send images as an email attachment, not embedded in a 
Word document or the body of the email. 
Send to the Editor : crier.ed@gmail.com
Deadline for June Edition: 5pm Friday 29 May
Delivered: 10–11 June

Carterton Crier Deliveries
For delivery inquiries or to help deliver the Carterton Crier 
please contact our distribution team.
Renata Balfour : 
crier.delivery@gmail.com | phone 027 733 3106
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Get your coffee on subscription!
Get the convenience of fresh coffee 
delivered to your door, tailored to 

your taste. 

Choose your grind, frequency, and 
bean type.

For a limited time – subscribe now 
and get 10% off your order!

graciascoffee.co.nz | 06 378 9665

Tree reductions & removals
Pruning & Trimming
Hedging & Shaping

Stump grinding & Storm Damage

Qualified Wairarapa Arborist
specialising in:

TREE SERVICES

Free no obligation quotes!

Andy Traill – 0274509207
traill@live.com



Kia ora koutou
Autumn is giving us all she’s got, and I for one, am most grateful. There is a bit happening this month, in town and throughout Wairarapa, and 
it’s all here in your Crier.

Editorial

Waitī Waters | A new body to manage our water

The Waitī Waters Board will work alongside the four Wairarapa 
District Councils to establish the new organisation over the next 
15 months, and transition existing council water services to Waitī 
Waters, before it begins operations from 1 July 2027.

It will manage water assets with a value of approximately $700m 
and a capital investment programme of $400m over 10 years.

The current infrastructure contains 1,322 kilometres of pipes, 

14 reservoirs filled with fresh drinking water, 69 pump stations and 
31 water and wastewater treatment plants across the four districts.

Waitī Waters is overseen by a stakeholder forum made up of 
representatives from each of the four shareholding Councils and 
two Iwi, Rangitāne and Ngāti Kahungunu.

The new company’s board of directors is led by Adrienne 
Young-Cooper as the inaugural chair. Board members Clive 
Rundle, Jo Hayes, Maria Robertson and Sir Paul Collins have 
joined Young-Cooper to oversee the new entity. The Board was 
appointed by the Stakeholders’ Forum, the representative body of 
the four shareholding Councils and Iwi partners.

Waitī Waters was named in consultation with mana whenua. 
Waitī is the Matariki star associated with freshwater, and the 
significance of waterways for supporting life and wellbeing.

Michele Graham, Editor

SEASONS FOR GROWTH

Supporting people through grief, loss 
and major life changes
Seasons for Growth, an evidence-based initiative, is designed to 
strengthen the emotional and mental well-being of children, young 
people and adults, who are navigating experiences such as death, 
separation and divorce.

We also help with life changes such as relocation, loss of a job 
or a much-loved family pet. Using the metaphor of the seasons, 
the programme helps participants better understand the evolving 
nature of change, loss and grief.

At its core, Seasons for Growth reassures participants that 
change and loss are a normal part of life, and that no one has 
to face these challenges alone. Through guided sessions, 
participants develop communication, decision-making and 
problem-solving skills to help them adapt to new circumstances 
and move forward with confidence.

The programme provides a safe, supportive space where 
individuals can openly share their experiences. Sessions are led by 
trained facilitators known as Companions, who guide small groups 
through discussions and activities.

The Companions focus on building trust, and creating an 
environment where participants feel comfortable expressing 
themselves. They are often teachers, counsellors, social workers 
or others, who are well placed to offer the programme within 

schools and community settings.
Historically delivered in partnership with local schools and social 

service agencies, a small team of Hospice Wairarapa Companions 
is now offering adult grief seminars and programmes.

All sessions are free, ensuring that cost is not a barrier. This 
has been made possible over the past 12 months through funding 
from: Nikau Foundation, Carterton Community Trust, Lottery 
Community Fund, Lottery Community Organisation Grants 
Scheme and TG Macarthy.

The impact throughout Wairarapa has been significant. 
Participants often report increased confidence and reassurance in 
knowing others share similar feelings, while Companions find the 
experience equally rewarding.

For more information or to join a programme contact Justine: 
seasonswairarapa@gmail.com or phone: 021 295 0900.

Justine McDermott – Seasons Coordinator, Wairarapa

Source: Waitī Waters Communications.
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CARTERTON FOODBANK

We are here for you
Here we all are facing a difficult winter, thanks to circumstances 
beyond our control.

We know the cost of fuel means that families are digging into 
their food budget, as well as facing rising electricity bills and cost of 
living increases.

But Carterton Foodbank is happy to say that we are one 
hundred percent here for you, five days a week, for any Carterton 
resident having difficulty putting food on the table. We are well 
stocked with food thanks to the generosity of our community.

To collect a food parcel phone – 06 379 4092 before 10am. If 
you have no money on your phone, come in to Haumanu House 
(behind the Clock Tower) well before 11am, when we close.

If you know of anyone in need, just phone and tell us their story. 
We are here to help. We know that many older residents struggle to 
think of themselves as needing help from the Foodbank but most 
of our volunteers are pensioners and know exactly what it’s like to 
live on a tight budget.

Unfortunately, we must stress that we are for Carterton folk only, 
and we need ID and proof of address. Masterton, Featherston, 
Greytown and Martinborough all have their own foodbanks. Here 
in Carterton, we get no government funding at all and we are 
all volunteers.

Te whakatauaki tūtūru
Nāku te rourou, nāu te rourou
Kia ora ngā iwi katoa
From my foodbasket and yours we can feed everyone.

Sabrina Sullivan

ROTARY CARTERTON

Are you ready for 
Talent Wairarapa?
At a recent fundraiser for the Wellington Free Ambulance, we 
screened The Lord of the Rings: the Fellowship of the Ring, 2006 
extended version. We are delighted to say we raised $1100.

Niamh, a spokesperson for Carter Court’s ‘Miles of Smiles’ 
fundraiser for a new van, talked about the history of Carter Court 
and how it has evolved. She gave a passionate explanation of 
why fundraising is required, and how funds are used to ensure 
the comfort and dignity of individuals who have served their 
community in their time.

Niamh had our complete attention. It was particularly 
heartwarming to hear her explain how having transport with 
wheelchair access allows the residents of Carter Court to visit 
people and maintain links with their former lives and interests.

Organisation of Talent Wairarapa is well underway. Auditions 
have been held and we are now focusing on the semi-finals – 
Saturday 23 May, Lakeview School and Saturday 30 May, Kuranui 
College. They start at 7pm, $10 adults, $5 children.

Tickets for the Grand Final are available: $25 adults, $10. There 
are a limited number of tables for 10 at $600. You will be seated at 
the front of the stage and refreshments will be provided. Tickets 
usually sell out fast, so book ahead at event.finda

Our meetings have changed to fortnightly, Monday 
6pm, at Almos.

If you wish to find out more about our meetings, please contact:
John Reeve (Secretary): 022 340 7418.

Deirdre O’Flynn
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Free home
upgrades

Receive $25,000 worth of free home upgrades for your new home, exclusive to A1homes Wairarapa! 
Thanks to the help of our wonderful local suppliers, when you choose to build a new A1home in the Wairarapa,  
you’ll receive a massive $25,000 worth of premium upgrades to your home! From now until the 31st of October 2026,  
our suppliers are offering upgrades to kitchens, bathrooms, flooring, decking, smart-home features and even more*... 
... Wairarapa locals supporting locals, and proudly keeping it Kiwi! Visit our showhome or get in touch to find out more.

Contact: Paul Southey 027 230 5067  |  paul.southey@A1homesgtn.co.nz 
47 Main Street, Greytown  |  A1homes.co.nz

*T&Cs apply.

A1homes Showhome: 47 Main Street, Greytown Mon – Fri 9am – 4pm / Weekends by appointmentA1homes Showhome: 47 Main Street, Greytown Mon – Fri 9am – 4pm / Weekends by appointment
06 304 8399 |  paul.southey@a1homesgtn.co.nz | A1homes.co.nz 06 304 8399 |  paul.southey@a1homesgtn.co.nz | A1homes.co.nz 

Receive $25,000 worth of free home upgrades for your new home, exclusive to 
A1homes Wairarapa!
Thanks to the help of our wonderful local suppliers, when you choose to build a 
new A1home in the Wairarapa, you’ll receive a massive $25,000 worth of premium 
upgrades to your home! For a limited amount of houses, our suppliers are offering 
upgrades to kitchens, bathrooms, flooring, decking, smart-home features and  
even more*...
... Wairarapa locals supporting locals, and proudly keeping it Kiwi!  
Visit our showhome or get in touch to find out more.

 *T&C’S
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KĀINGA – CELEBRATING FIVE YEARS

A place that lives up to its name
Since the café opened five years ago, Kāinga has become more 
than a business or a place to work.

It is a community. A space where people come together over a 
coffee or a meal, slow down for a moment and feel at home.

He Tangata – The People, who walk through our doors are 
the heartbeat of Kāinga. They shape our days, our story and our 
sense of whānau. Kāinga has become a place where kindness and 
community show up in the most unexpected ways.

Bill is 91 years old, lives alone and comes in every day for his 
takeaway coffee. One morning, Bill quietly told the barista he might 
not be back. He was feeling low and said he was ready to give up. 
The next day, when Bill didn’t come in, I visited him, coffee in hand. 
When he opened the door, his eyes filled with tears. It meant the 
world to him. He came back the following day and hasn’t missed a 
day since. Bill reminds me how simple acts of manaakitanga can 
go a long way.

Matt, another of our regulars is the type of person who gives 
generously without ever expecting anything in return. When one 
of our team members was leaving, Matt stepped in and arranged a 
van to take us all out for food and drinks to celebrate.

There are so many others we look forward to seeing. Like the 
Pilates group who visit three times a week, and for a while the cafe 
fills with bubbly chatter and laughter. Or Archer, who has been 
coming in with his parents since he was a baby. He’s nearly five now 
and we’ve had the joy of watching his milestones unfold.

The Kāinga team mean a lot to me too. They work hard, they lift 
each other up, and they care about the people who walk through 
our doors every day.

Kāinga is not just a café with delicious food – it is a place of 
comfort, warmth and love.

Happy five years Kāinga!
Shelley Rutene

The Kāinga whanau celebrate five years of aroha
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Contact us now

Gas Fitting

Carterton based
Competitive hourly rate

LOCAL
PROFESSIONAL

HONEST

appointments@truedentistry.co.nz

Book online 
truedentistry.co.nz

1a Seddon Street 
Carterton

06 379 8799
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Growing Carterton, together 

Go Carterton is the local business association, working on 
behalf of Carterton’s business community, to help our town 
thrive. 
At its core, Go Carterton exists to – 
• Foster stronger relationships between businesses and the 

wider community.
• Support a robust and vibrant local economy by encouraging 

collaboration between businesses.
• Promote Carterton as a destination by helping to create a 

welcoming and active town centre.
• Support local events and marketing to build the capability 

confidence of local businesses.
As part of our ongoing work to ensure good communication 
and strengthen our visibility in the community, Go Carterton is 
introducing a new initiative.

This full-page feature is one way we are endeavouring to 
connect with the wider community, share what we’re working 
on, and keep people informed about initiatives that support local 
business and the qualities that make Carterton special.
Go Carterton seeks to be open and engaged in telling the story 
of Carterton’s business community.
“Our renewed focus is about making Go Carterton more 
relevant, more visible and more useful, by supporting local 
businesses in practical ways, which will help create a vibrant 
and connected town centre”, explains Sam Leske, Go Carterton 
Chair, “Creating a place where both can grow together and 
contribute to a prosperous future for Carterton”.

What’s in a (new) logo? 
Quite a lot, as it turns out.

The new Go Carterton logo is a simple 
but bold reflection of connection, 
movement, and local pride – 
something that represents both who 
we are and where we’re heading as a 
business community.

The flowing “Go” is drawn as one 
continuous shape, symbolising how 
our businesses are connected and 
stronger when we work together. It’s a 
small detail, but one that speaks to the 
heart of what Go Carterton is about.

The logo is also part of a bigger 
shift. We haven’t always been great 
at explaining what Go Carterton is 
here to do. Over the past year, we’ve 
taken a step back to better define 
our purpose, how we support our 
members and contribute to a thriving, 
vibrant Carterton.

That’s meant focusing on being more 
visible, more relevant, and more useful, 
supporting local businesses in practical 
ways, while helping build a connected 
town centre.

The forward-leaning “Go” reflects that 
momentum – a group that’s learning, 
adapting, and moving ahead together, 
with pride in our town and confidence 
in what’s next.

The Go Carterton Committee, from left to right Josie Askin, Rebecca Kent,  
Renee Renata (busy being our coordinator), Peter Veltkamp, Samuel Leske and 
Hari Mogoșanu (taking the selfie).

Carterton’s own business association, connecting, 
supporting, and promoting Carterton and our 
vibrant business community. Go Carterton!

You’re Invited!
You’re warmly invited to join us as we officially 

launch the new Go Carterton logo – a fresh symbol 
of connection, direction, and the future of our local 

business community.

Tuesday 19 May from 5:30pm  
The Courthouse, Holloway Street, Carterton.  

Nibbles and drinks will be provided.

RSVP to Renee  hello@go-carterton.nz



Gerald and Craig moving the lathe, with Caddy and Kent supervising

MENZSHED

Come in for a cuppa
Winter has made its mark with colder temperatures and rain. It 
has also increased our attendance which has made for more lively 
sessions, with much banter over a cup at the morning break.

We were successful at the auction held at the A&P show 
grounds. We managed to secure a couple of lathes and vices for 
our planned extension into the adjoining ablution block, which will 
happen as soon as the A&P give the go ahead.

Thank you to people who have donated material and tools. We 
are always grateful for donations.

Community projects are ongoing, as is the coffin making team 
who have been rather busy lately.

If you are looking for a social and productive experience, come 
and see us at the Shed. New members are welcome. You don’t 
have to commit to anything, just come down for a cup of tea and a 
chat if that’s all you need.

Carterton Menzshed – A&P Show Grounds, Clareville 
(follow the signs)

We are open Monday, Tuesday and Thursday – 9am to 1pm
Contact Stephen Timperley: cartertonshed@gmail.com. 

Phone: 027 488 7155
Terry Taylor

STONEHENGE AOTEAROA

Chariot of Fire – We 
are under attack
In ancient times the Sun was worshiped as the emblem of God 
and well might we worship this star; for it is the be-all and end-all of 
life on Earth.

Once thought to be perfect and unchanging, we now know that 
the Sun slowly fluctuates in brightness, shifting and changing the 
climate on Earth.

Surface activity on the Sun, sunspots and solar flares, 
rises and falls in an 11-year cycle. Sunspots are pores where 
intense magnetic fields enter or exit the Sun’s surface. They are 
considerably larger than the Earth and appear dark in photographs 
because they are about a thousand degrees cooler than the 
Sun’s surface.

Solar flares are titanic explosions generated by short-circuits 
in these magnetic fields. The smallest of these flares could 
vaporize the Earth.

When you look at the Sun with the unaided eye, it appears to 
be the same from day to day. This is an illusion. Large numbers of 
flares at Solar maximum generate magnetic storms. These storms 
blast a flood of atomic particles into space. If the Earth is in the 
path of one of these storms it produces nitrous oxide in the Earth’s 
upper atmosphere. This depletes ozone, which in turn increases 
the amount of U.V. reaching the surface.

It’s not all bad news. We don’t like U.V. but plants do. Your garden 
will do better at Solar max.

How do you know when we are under attack from the Sun? – 
Aurora. Those beautiful lights in the sky are generated as the flood 
of particles from a Solar flare strike the Earth’s atmosphere, and 
now we are currently close to maximum solar activity, so put that 
sunscreen on.

Richard Hall 
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027 288  8166
matt@mtbuilding.co.nz

• New Builds • Renovations  
• Alterations • Decks  

• Repairs & Maintenance



HOW DOES YOUR GARDEN GROW?

Jobs for Autumn
The recent frosty mornings remind me there is no time to waste 
getting the garden wintered down.

An infestation of cluster flies inside the house roof found their 
way through the bathroom fan vent; not ideal. Empty fly and other 
pest traps, and reset.

Time now to inspect beehives for disease, refresh varroa 
control treatments and complete a Disease Return on Hive Hub. 
Since bees pollinate around one third of NZ’s fruit and vegetables, 
protecting them is important. If you are new to beekeeping, 
register your hives, and you must inspect, inspect, inspect.

Happy to report our hives are AFB free, although we have had 
three alerts of AFB within a 2 km radius of our apiary this season.

Lots of windfall apples to pick up. Still harvesting Cox’s Orange 
and Granny Smith. And the feijoas are dropping. My favourite is 
a thin-smooth-skinned variety which has very fragrant fruit of 
average size but the taste more than makes up for size short-
coming. Of our more than two dozen trees, we have only one of 
these. I was not thinking to label the varieties when I filled seven 
gaps in the hedge in 2013.

In May, plant replacement pip fruit trees, berry bushes and 
citrus. Continue to plant brassicas, peas and beans, carrots, 
onions, leeks and garlic. Trim back asparagus ferns when yellow, 
dig kumara, and save and label seeds from vegetables and flowers.

Looking out the window to the light dusting of snow on the 
Tararuas, you wouldn’t know the end of Autumn is not far away. Our 
farm is fabulously green and growing grass at pace. We have had a 
very kind season and the stock look well.

Barbara Thompson

WAI HERBS

Turmeric latte 
anyone?
Curcuma longa also called the golden spice, is part of the ginger 
family, Zingiberaceae.

Turmeric comes from India and South East Asia. It is now 
cultivated in many countries where it requires soil with very good 
drainage, moist conditions and warm temperatures.

Turmeric is a wonderful looking plant with pale yellow flowers 
growing on a spike-like stalk. The whole plant is edible but we 
usually use only the rhizomes, the roots of the plant. These can be 
used like ginger (available from Moore Wilsons, Masterton). It is 
typically purchased as a dry powder; most curry powders contain 
up to 25% turmeric.

The active ingredients of turmeric are essential oils which give 
turmeric its lovely yellow colour. Studies reveal that turmeric is a 
potent antioxidant, anti-inflammatory, anti-mutagenic and anti-
microbial. It also aids digestion and helps assimilation.

For information about the Wairarapa Herb society: 
waiherbs@gmail.com

Christine Volker

A WONDERFUL WARMING DRINK

2 cups milk (your choice)
1 tsp turmeric

1/2 tsp cinnamon
1/4 tsp ground black pepper

1 pinch of ginger (fresh or powder)
1 tsp nut butter (optional)

1 tsp honey or maple syrup
Wisk over medium heat until fluffy and enjoy

NB: Turmeric is considered safe but should be avoided during pregnancy/ 
breastfeeding, gall bladder disease and bleeding disorders. It can interact 
with certain medications. Please consult your herbalist. This text is given as a 
general guidance, please contact a qualified herbalist for further information.
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ROADING & CONTRACTING

• Pine • Old Man Pine • Macracarpa • Poplar
“Winter Special” Clean burning poplar

$80.00 per cubic metre ex our yard
or delivered for a charge.

Text or contact Joanne 027 310 4927
 or Robin 0275 468 909



ROSE NOTES

Help your roses reach 
their Spring potential
I hope your roses have braved the recent very wet weather.

May is the time to practice good hygiene in your rose beds. 
Gather up and burn all fallen leaves as a protection against the 
carryover of disease on your next season’s growth.

Your rose bushes will be approaching dormancy now, so there 
will be no need to water or feed unless conditions are extremely 
dry. Potted roses still will require watering but not as much as 
previous months.

You can spray your roses and the soil around them with a 
solution of lime sulphur, which is a good winter clean-up spray 
against pests, diseases and lichen. Lime sulphur will also 
encourage leaf drop and dormancy.

It is too early to prune but it is a good time to spread thick mulch 
over new and existing beds, to further improve condition and 
content of your soil.

Start to collect ripened heps if you want to try growing roses 

from seeds and cuttings may still be taken.
In the next few weeks I will start cutting back my salvia which 

seems to dominate my rose bushes.
Last blooms brave
The chill and rain,
Quiet strength in every rose
Beauty lingers still.

Theresa Binning

Foraging for treats
Wairarapa is the perfect place to forage 
for decorative and edible items.

There are many plants and trees 
especially in Autumn, with nuts, seeds, 
cones, bark, fruit or berries which can be 
attractive ingredients in a bountiful display 
bowl. Many are also edible.

Deciduous trees can have lovely bare 
branches after their leaves have dropped. 
I once saw a glamorous Paris florist shop 
selling tied bunches of bare gnarly twigs. 
If you put twigs with glamorous white 
lilies, you have an unusual and classy 
combination.

So-called weeds, such as wild carrot, 
wild parsnip, euphorbia and dock 
seedheads can form an interesting visual 
bunch of foraged treasures. I love long 
stems of wild roadside fennel seedheads, 

for eating or displaying. Certain plants like 
mint and miner’s lettuce are edible but do 
your I.D. homework – some weeds, for 
example hemlock are poisonous, or may 
have been sprayed with herbicide.

New Zealand has some attractive 
mosses but make sure not to harvest 
protected moss. And on that note, be 
considerate when tempted by native NZ 
foliage and flowers too.

Potpourri can be made from nuts, 
cones and spices, then perfumed with 
essential oil and used decoratively.

My own tiny patch of Wairarapa 
produces forage such as apples, lemons, 
rose hips, maple seeds, bare reddish 
twigs, autumn leaves, hydrangea flowers 
and rosemary. Plus, pre-loved bird nests.

Please be respectful when foraging on 

public or private land. Get permission and 
don’t plunder whole plants or trample on 
treasures or crops.

Fionna Hill

Hayward College Hybrid Tea – extremely weather resistant petals and a 
great cut flower. Salvia in background.

Country roadside foliage – fennel  
with seedheads and ragwort.
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We are Wairarapa’s leading 
landscape contractor.
Call 0800 346 463 or visit dingonick.co.nz



A load of hard work from the Cemetery Chapel

CARTERTON GOLF CLUB

Winning with sunshine power
Carterton Golf Club has 
taken an exciting step toward 
a more sustainable future, 
with the installation of a 
new solar power system at 
the clubhouse.

The project reflects the 
club’s commitment to golf, 
and being a responsible 
contributor to the 
local community.

By generating clean 
electricity from the sun, 
the club will reduce its 
environmental footprint while 
also lowering long-term 
energy costs. The savings 
will help strengthen the club’s 
ability to invest back into the 
facilities that members and 
visitors enjoy.

Golf clubs have always been community hubs, and the 
Carterton club is no exception. Juniors, families, social golfers 
and competitive players, all come together here. The clubhouse 
is a multi-million-dollar facility that is available for the local 
community – venue hire with bar service and catering, and a great 

course to enjoy.
The installation was 

completed by local solar 
specialist Jack Newman 
Electrical, whose 
professionalism and 
expertise were widely praised 
throughout the project.

“Jack was fantastic to work 
with,” a club representative 
said. “He guided us through 
the process and delivered a 
high-quality installation. It’s 
great to support a skilled local 
business while making an 
investment in clean energy.”

Projects like this show what 
can happen when community 
organisations take practical 
steps toward a greener future.

Special thanks go to the club’s project team – Clive, Tony, Nic 
and Wayne who have produced a great, fit-for-purpose investment 
in our future.

There has never been a better time to come and see what the 
club has to offer.

Mark Johnston

KEEP CARTERTON BEAUTIFUL

The weeds keep growing
Weeds did not observe the festive break, and our year commenced 
with weeding at the Transfer Station, and along the walkway 
between Victoria and Pembroke Streets.

It took two working bees at each location to bring the weeds 
under control. Volunteers commented that they had not seen the 
weeds so high nor so plentiful.

During our sessions at the Transfer Station, we received many 
compliments on the gardens, which were much appreciated by 
our volunteers.

We then moved on to tidying up the Moreton Road Reserve, 
with the hope to do some replanting in the areas where dead trees 
had been removed.

Recently we raked up the acorns at Carrington Park and 
around the Chapel at Clareville Cemetery in time for Anzac Day, 
followed by weeding again along the railway line between Victoria 
and Pembroke.

If you have a spare two hours on Friday mornings – 9am to 
11am, we would love some help. Morning tea is provided.

Thank you to everyone for your comments and likes on our 
Facebook page. You can follow us to see what we have been up to 
and where our next working bee is.

Cath Rolls – Secretary KCBG
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Call us for a no-obligation free quote 

Keep your family cool in Summer and
warm in Winter with a Daikin Heatpump 

B.W. O’BRIEN & CO. LTD.
138 Dixon Street, Masterton

Ph: 06 378 2288 | Mobile: 0274 425 022
www.heatpumpswairarapa.co.nz



NO. 23 GALLERY

We found a new home!
The old TLC shop, 1-3 High Street South, will become our new 
gallery and we are very excited.

The front space will be a large gallery and showroom. There 
will also be a shop 
and exhibition area, a 
workroom, a kitchen/
office and an area 
for storage.

As an extra bonus we 
have car parking and 
entry from the rear of 
the building, with a large 
sunny outside area.

We are opposite the 
pedestrian crossing, so 
should get great foot 
traffic, and once all the 
bars are removed we 
will have a wonderful 
display window.

The building is being 
brought up to scratch by 
Buildlink. Dwane is hoping to get the work done by early June, but 
Murphy’s Law says it will be a bit later; we hope to get a month-by-
month extension on Holloway St if needed.

 

Margaret Crawford – our new exhibition at No. 23 Gallery, 
Holloway St. Margaret was born in South Africa and thirty-five 
years ago she and her husband emigrated to New Zealand. 

They moved to the 
Wairarapa fifteen 
years ago and live in 
a lovely old villa in the 
centre of Carterton.

Painting and 
drawing have always 
been a part of her 
life. Growing up in 
South Africa she was 
influenced by vivid 
colours, fields of wild 
spring flowers and 
strong contrasts in 
colour and light.

Margaret paints 
in acrylics and oils, 
producing colourful 
landscapes, still-

life and some abstracts, with echoes of post-impressionism. 
She prefers not to paint in the realistic style as she leaves that to 
photographers.

Vicki Waller

 

Come and meet Margaret Friday 
22nd May at 5.30pm 

 

You are invited to the  

Exhibition of 

Margaret Crawford’s paintings 

to be held at 

No. 23 Gallery, 

23 Holloway Street 

Carterton 

from 13th of May to 7th of June 

CARTERTON KINDERGARTEN

Kindness & kindling
Kia ora Carterton. Our tamariki have been working super-hard 
alongside Martin, our woodwork teacher.

We built planter boxes that come complete with soil and plants, 
ready for you to enjoy. The planters are available to whānau who 
may not otherwise have the opportunity to grow vegetables 
and flowers.

If this sounds like you, please pop in and see us: Carterton 
Kindergarten, 3 Victoria Street. Or give us a call: 06 379 8102.

Brrrr, winter is definitely on its way. To help keep everyone warm 
we have kindling and paper bricks available for $5 per bag. If you’d 
like to support our kindy while stocking up for the colder months, 
come and grab a bag.

We’d love to see you.
Jade Holley – Teacher

Ready, steady, plant!
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Septic Tank Cleaning

We’re your local family owned rural plumbing specialists.

BOOK NOW BEFORE WINTER ACCESS BECOMES AN ISSUE!

Call 021 487 044 now 
to book your septic 
tank cleaning.
www.cartertonplumbers.co.nz

  Water Pumps
  Water Filters
  Water Deliveries

  Water tanks 
  Septic Systems
  Grease Traps
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CARTERTON SCHOOL

ANZAC Memorial Service
Carterton School students and staff gathered at Memorial Square, 
on Tuesday 28 April, for our school’s annual ANZAC service.

We were grateful that the weather was fine and warm, as it 
provided a comfortable experience for everyone.

First, we paid tribute with a moment of silence, before laying the 
wreaths made by KawaKawa, Kōwhai and Ākonga Māori. Followed 
by students Tiria, Mia, and Lilith who read the poems, Flanders 
Fields by Lt. Col John McCrae, and Kei Wareware I a Tātou.

The ceremony came to a very special conclusion with our 
Ākonga Māori students performing the haka alongside Whaea 
Lesley. We were lucky to have some whānau participate as well.

Whānau may have noticed the small, white crosses on the grass 
near the school entrance. They are placed there each year to 
remember the soldiers who sacrificed their lives in service.

Thank you to Russell for laying out the crosses and a special 
thank you to Mrs Kennedy for organising the event.

Kei wareware i a tatou – Lest we forget.
Student Media Team

CLUB CARTERTON CHIT CHAT

Come and enjoy all that 
we have to offer
The Braiden International draw is already over $150 and 
the Richmond Funeral Home draw, on Friday nights, is 
increasing every week.

The RSA Joker draw is now being run on Friday and Saturday 
nights and is already over $1500, so come along and be in to 
win the money.

Would you like to hold a group event at the Club? There are only 
a few spaces left for June. We offer a roast buffet and a dessert trio, 
or a short menu made up of items from our regular menu. Please 
phone the club if you are interested.

What’s On – Friday evenings – full bistro menu, raffles, 
club draw, and RSA joker. Great local musicians will be playing 
everything from rockabilly to waltzes. Come along for a meal and 
bring your dancing shoes.

Saturdays – There is a blackboard menu with huge $15 burger 
meals and pensioner specials. Mr Solo will be playing in the 
early evening and at 7pm Karaoke begins. Also raffles, club draw 
and RSA joker.

Sundays – Our wonderful roast buffet. Come along and take a 
break from cooking and dishes.

On Friday 22 May, the legendary Lance Naysmith, will be 
playing a great mixture of music for you to dance to, and on Friday 
29 May, New Zealand’s number one international country music 
tribute artist, Wayne Heath will be entertaining.

Keep the date – Sunday afternoon, 12 July. Taurean Mill returns 
to treat us to a variety show after his hugely successful tour in 
Australia. You may remember him as Elvis. Keep an eye out for 
information regarding tickets.

Come and join us in throughout May.
Marilyn Timperley

A bountiful buffet
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Contact us:

Wairarapa’s skin cancer clinic 

We provide diagnosis, treatment,
surgery and management of skin
cancers and lesions.

Our team is trained in
dermatoscopy, a skill for skin
cancer diagnosis.

We offer K-Laser Blue Derma
treatment for advanced wound
healing, lesion treatment, sun
damage and acne reduction.

Email: office@wairarapaskinclinic.co.nz
Phone: 06 370 2171
Website: www.wairarapaskinclinic.co.nz
Address: 4 First Street, Lansdowne and Five Rivers
Medical, Greytown

Local doctors
and nurses

trained in skin
cancer diagnosis

& treatment

To register your interest email jubilee@gladstone1.school.nz 

SAVE THE DATE

Help us mark 150 years of Gladstone School – a place shaped by generations  
of families, friendships, and rural life in the Wairarapa.

What to Expect
Official anniversary opening • Time to reconnect with past and present families

School tours and history displays • Shared morning tea • Past pupil gatherings and photos
Memorabilia and community stories • Networking evening

All Welcome Past & Current: Students, Staff, Families, Wider Community

Gladstone School Jubilee | 4–5 June 2026



CARTERTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Carterton Mayors – 1914 to 1917
John Thomas Marryat Hornsby and his son, Marryat 
Dugald Hornsby.

JT Marryat Hornsby was born 1857 in Hobart, Tasmania. He 
moved to Nelson with his family in 1874. The family returned to 
Hobart but he remained 
and worked in the 
printing trade. In 1876 
he married Sarah 
Scott Napier and they 
had one son, Marryat 
Dugald Hornsby, born in 
Invercargill, 1877.

JT worked at the 
Southland Times, the 
Southland Daily News, 
and in 1882 started the 
Lake County Press in 
Arrowtown. In 1886 
he became the editor 
of the Napier Evening News and the Hawke’s Bay Advertiser. Ten 
years later he was the sub-editor, then editor of the New Zealand 
Times in Wellington.

It was not uncommon for newspaper editors to become involved 
in politics. In 1896 JT Hornsby stood for Wairarapa as a Liberal 
and lost by 333 votes to Walter Buchanan, a well-known man 
of Carterton 

In 1897 JT moved to Carterton where he purchased, and 
became the editor of the Wairarapa Leader, a position he held 
until 1906, when he became editor of the New Zealand Railway 
Review. The Wairarapa Leader later amalgamated with Wairarapa 

Observer and became the 
Wairarapa Daily News.

JT Hornsby won the Wairarapa 
seat in 1899 but lost in 1902. He 
won the seat again in 1914 but lost 
to Alexander McLeod in 1919.

His son Marryat Dugald 
Hornsby, followed his father into 
journalism but abandoned it for a 
career in law. He became Mayor 
of Carterton 1914 to1915 and was 
very active in anything to promote 
the progress of the Wairarapa.

Unfortunately, he died in 
January 1916 at the age of 39. 

The Council requested that his father take over until the next 
election. JT Marryat Hornsby stood down as mayor in 1917. He 
died in February 1921, leaving behind his wife Sarah and grandson 
Marryat Telford Hornsby. Hornsby Street in Carterton is named 
after the family.

Carterton District Historical Society. 142 High Street North.
Email: carterton.hist.soc@gmail.com. Phone: 027 465 6663
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ARATOI ARTS

An iwi led exhibition
Tino Rangitānetanga is an expression of 
identity, belonging and continuity.

Presented by Rangitāne o Wairarapa, 
this exhibition honours their whakapapa, 
their whenua and the enduring presence 
of their people across generations.

Through ancestral narratives, pre-
colonial landscape mapping and treasured 
taonga, the exhibition offers space to 
reflect on who Rangitāne are and where 
they come from.

The Kurahaupō canoe – Te Waka 
Wairua o Kurahaupō – was one of the 
original migration canoes from Hawaiki in 
East Polynesia to Aotearoa. It completed 
its journey at Nukutaurua, on the Māhia 
Pensinula, where it is preserved as a reef.

Whātonga commanded the Kurahaupō 
canoe. His grandson Rangitāne, is the 
eponymous ancestor of the Rangitāne 
tribe. The Rangitāne occupied the 
Wairarapa and neighbouring districts, and 
eventually shared the area with closely 
related people from Ngāti Kahungunu, 
who migrated to Wairarapa several 
generations afterwards.

As part of the 1990 Waitangi 
celebrations, a new waka was constructed 
and named Kurahaupō by the tribes 
who descended from the original canoe, 
including Rangitāne. It is this Kurahaupō 

canoe that is on display.
The story of Kurahaupō waka anchors 

the journey, connecting past to present, 
with contemporary Māori artistry. 
Taonga drawn from national collections, 

sit alongside works held within Aratoi 
and their own whānau, creating a quiet 
weaving of memory, care and connection.

Becky Bateman

FARMERS’ MARKET

Akeake to Zingiber & everything in between

The Carterton Farmers’ Market Arbor Sale has become a yearly 
tradition, bringing the community together to celebrate gardening, 
sustainability and local enterprise.

This special annual event celebrates Arbor Day with a market 
full of trees, shrubs, plants, produce, and local creativity.

With around 20 stalls expected, visitors can enjoy a fantastic 

range of plants and trees. From beautiful native New Zealand 
species, to colourful exotics, tropical plants, seeds and seedlings, 
and maybe some rare finds for keen gardeners and collectors.

The Arbor Sale is a great chance to prepare your garden for 
the cooler months, add new life to your backyard, or simply get 
inspired by the variety on offer. Whether you’re an experienced 
gardener or just starting out, there will be something to suit every 
space and budget.

Alongside the plant stalls, the market will also feature many 
of its usual favourites, including local honey, fresh vegetables, 
handmade crafts and other locally produced goods. It’s a 
wonderful way to support local growers, makers and small 
businesses, while enjoying a lively Sunday morning in the heart 
of Carterton.

New stallholders are always welcome. If you would like to be 
involved and sell your own products, produce, or plants, simply 
send an email to: info@cartertonmarket.co.nz and let the team 
know you’d like a stall.

Come along on Sunday 31st May, 9am to 12.30. Memorial 
Square. Enjoy a vibrant market morning filled with plants, people, 
and local produce.

Te Waka Wairua o Kurahaupō
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CARTERTON LIBRARY

Our very own palace
‘Wherever people cross paths and linger, wherever we gather 
informally, strike up a conversation and get to know one another, 
relationships blossom and communities emerge – and where 
communities are strong, people are safer and healthier, crime 
drops and commerce thrives, and peace, tolerance and stability 
take root.’ – Palaces for the People by Erin Klinenberg.

Carterton is one such community – strong, close-knit, resilient and 
caring, and the Carterton Library is one such palace.

People come and chat with each other, read the newspaper 
and enjoy free access to hundreds of thousands of books – print, 
e-books, e-magazines, audio books, large print books, board 
books for kids and book-club sets for book groups.

The library has free access to computers, scanners and 
modems. We provide space for free services – Digital Seniors, 
a Justice of the Peace comes in every Friday and a lawyer from 
Wairarapa Community Law is next door at the Events Centre 
once a month.

We also offer free programmes for tamariki and adults. Expect 
lots of laughter, learning and camaraderie at storytelling, book 
clubs, school holiday activities, code club, crafts and mindfulness. 
Plus, knitting groups and a Pop-up Museum in collaboration with 
our regional museum, Aratoi.

At our palace, you can meet the makers of books. We 
collaborate with Wairarapa Word to run programmes with authors, 
and every year we host a free night with the prestigious Ngaio 
Marsh Awards.

Our Palace of a Library extends beyond the walls of our 
historic building. We bring books to homebound people, including 
residents of Roseneath and Carter Court, and bring you free films 
anytime you like through Beamafilm.

Carterton Library has been serving the community for 152 
years. We’re open six days a week, so come in and enjoy your 
palace on Holloway Street.

We’ll be happy to see you.

Photo Credit: Jet Productions

NEW ZEALAND FESTIVAL OF CHRISTMAS

Mid-winter magic
This year’s theme – A Very Country Christmas – celebrates 
Wairarapa’s rural roots.

The programme is packed full of classic Kiwi charm, including 
cosy bonfires, markets, workshops, family-friendly events and 
glowing light displays.

Festival highlights include the Big Switch Opening Night, the 
ever-popular Illumination Night Walk at Cobblestones, and the new 
Festive Night Glow at Molewood Orchard, where hot air balloons 
and bonfires create a magical mid-winter experience. Snowfall 
on Main Street and a lively Grand Finale with fireworks, round out 
the programme.

Event manager Rachael Fletcher says the festival is designed 
to be enjoyed by locals as much as visitors. “This is a celebration 
for the whole region,” she says. “It’s a chance for locals to get out 

during winter, come together with friends and family and enjoy all 
the festive experiences right on their doorstep.”

While Greytown plays host, the month-long festival shines 
a spotlight on everything Wairarapa has to offer in winter; a 
traditionally quieter period for local businesses. It is a win for local 
communities, drawing thousands of visitors who stay, dine, shop 
and explore throughout the region.

With a mix of free and ticketed events, people are encouraged 
to plan ahead. Gather your friends and whānau and make the most 
of this much loved winter event.

New Zealand Festival of Christmas – 27 June to 25 July – 
Greytown. Tickets for key events are available at:  
www.greytownvillage.com.
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AGE CONCERN WAIRARAPA

Busting a myth

It is often assumed that older folk do not 
use, or know how to use digital technology, 
and are in fact not digitally literate.

However, according to research carried 
out by NZ Seniors, and what we at Age 
Concern Wairarapa see, this is very much 
a myth, with the majority of older folk using 
technology daily for a variety reasons.

Much of older folks’ use of digital 
technology helps them maintain their 
independence, through managing their 
daily health and wellbeing, by using apps 
such as Nymbl. A whopping 89% of 
seniors regularly use social media to stay 
socially connected and to carry out their 
banking and grocery shopping.

Digital technology is also providing 
entertainment for our seniors, just as 
it does for everyone else; with games, 
books and news channels, all available 
and utilised.

One challenge that some seniors 
report, is being a little afraid of digital 
technology and not understanding 
how it works, due to not having been 
immersed in it since childhood. The 
key to overcoming this is to ensure that 
education is available with no barriers 
to participation. This is where services 
provided by organisations such as Digital 
Seniors, are invaluable as they offer free 
drop-in services in local spaces and 
provide a range of educational support. 
Digital Seniors – Carterton Library, 
Tuesdays 9.30am to11.30am.

Just like everyone else, seniors also 
note concerns regarding their safety 
online, with scams being a major concern. 
To find out the dos and don’ts of keeping 
yourself safe online, you can visit Netsafe.
org.nz who provide a lot of information 
including what details you should 
never share.

Go well and enjoy your digital activities.
Jacqs Wilton
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CARTERTON RUGBY

A good start to the season
Carterton RFC has started 2026 in good heart.

The club has 60 senior and 115 junior registered players, which is the 
most we’ve had for many years, with the reserve grade team numbers 
looking especially strong.

The premier team has retained its coaching group of Garth Thomson, 
Chris Osborne and Inia Katia, with former player Dylan Higgison also 
coming on board to help with set pieces.

The core group of starting players remains strong, although the squad 
is a little short of depth and currently being supported by some old hands 
who thought they had retired! New players include lock Sam Hickey from 
Otago University club and winger Jimoci Vatunitu Seasea from Pioneer.

The Wairarapa premier grade has seven teams competing over the 
first seven weeks, for the Lane Penn Cup. So far, Carterton leads with five 
bonus point victories, and will meet fellow unbeaten team Greytown, in the 
Battle of the Bridge, Saturday16 May, to decide the cup winner.

We started with narrow wins over East Coast and Marist, then moved 
up a gear to beat Pioneer 55-20 and Martinborough 51-31 – the latter on 
a gloriously fine Anzac Day at which $1300 was raised for the Carterton 
RSA, before defeating Masterton Red Star 43-27.

The reserves team is once again in the dedicated hands of Johannes 
Ferreira and has played two matches to date, for one win and a loss.

The club celebrates Old Timers’ Day, Saturday 23 May at 
Belvedere Road, when East Coast will visit for the first round of the 
Moose Kapene Cup.

Other important home dates: Farmers’ and Sponsors’ Day, Saturday 30 
May and Pasifika Day, Saturday 20 June. The JAB season has also started.

Andrew Dunford
Captain Zach Wakefield heading for the try line v Marist

(Photo credit: CK Visuals)
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CHARLIE ROAD
WHERE LUXURY MEETS PURPOSE

Crafted by hand right here in Carterton,
Charlie Road offers a complete home

fragrance and body care lifestyle range,
made with unique fragrances, premium
ingredients and sustainable packaging.

Blending luxury with purpose,
we proudly donate to equine charities

and fundraisers across New Zealand

CHARLIEROAD.CO.NZ



PHOENIX ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY

Are we alone?
This question is raised frequently across 
the media spectrum.

The astro-science community 
identifies the science that prompts such 
a question and there are many who can 
provide an explanation.

Our meeting on Saturday 13 June, 
will explore the second of the following 
conspiracy theories, that abound within 
the wider community.

The Simulation Universe 
Hypothesis. Claim: Reality itself is an 
artificial simulation.

Hidden Extraterrestrial Civilisations 
(The Dark Forest/Suppression Theory). 
Claim: Intelligent alien life is widespread 
but deliberately hiding from humanity, or 
humanity is being deliberately prevented 
from detecting it.

Dark Matter is a fabrication or 
misdirection. Claim: Dark matter does not 
exist and is an invented concept to conceal 
flaws in cosmological models.

Fabricated or staged space exploration. 
Claim: Major space missions are staged or 
heavily manipulated.

Ancient or Non‑Human Control of 

Cosmic Structures. Claim: Certain planets, 
stars, or cosmic objects are artificial 
constructs, observation platforms, or 
remnants of ancient alien engineering.

Those who attended the April meeting 
had opportunity to explore each of the 
above conspiracies. This exploration 
generated much interest and discussion, 
prompting the view that each be 
considered more fully at future meetings. 
We also discussed differing night sky 

events, such as the recent emergence in 
the Southern Hemisphere sky of Comet 
C/2025 R3 PanSTARRS in late April and 
visible through May, in the early evening 
western sky toward Orion.

The Phoenix Astronomical Society – 
Saturday 16 May, 7pm. West Taratahi Hall, 
713 Chester Road, Carterton.

All enquiries: secretary@
astronomynz.org.nz

Geoff Palmer

Comet C/2025 R3 (PanSTARRS), 8 April 2026, from eastern Crete. Image credit: Dimitrios Katevainis

SUNSET CINEMA

Evil Does Not Exist
As the days shorten, we often feel more inclined to a slower 
pace of life.

Ryusuke Hamaguchi’s film – Evil Does Not Exist slides into 
Sunset Cinema at just the perfect moment; a cinematic prose 
poem to enchant all.

So, while it may not be a thrill seeker plot, it did win the Grand 
Jury prize at the Venice Film Festival in 2023.

Widower Takumi lives with his eight-year-old daughter Hana 
in the peaceful Japanese mountain village of Mizubiki. They 
live in harmony with the land; chopping wood, eating from 
their garden and transporting the pure water to a local cafe. 
Everything is ticketty-boo until developers decide to set up a 
glamping site, which will affect the water quality that makes their 
village special. This film should be a cautionary tale to educate 
about the importance of community engagement in land 
development. The ending will surprise you.

Please hop onto www.sunsetcinemacarterton.com to 
discover how to become a member and make the most of our 
2026 screenings. You can try a 3-trip sampler membership for 
$35 so you can glide along whenever it suits you.

Evil Does Not Exist – Friday 29 May. You can find us at the 
Rangatahi Hub behind the Event Centre, down the driveway 
beside the town clock and ITM. Our doors open at 7pm for 
tickets, tasty treats and a chat with the locals, before the movie 
starts at 7.30pm.

We look forward to seeing you.
Sunset Cinema Team
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beautiful tallow skincare 
made locally
completecow.co.nz

Fatten up for winter

Special May offer – FREE delivery to Carterton (non rural)



HEART OF ARTS

The year looks 
promising
The gallery has settled into its new layout, we have new members 
and our exhibition calendar is full.

We have three areas that change every month – the south wall 
space that includes the window, the rear space on the south wall 
and the north window gallery. Four central moveable panels also 
offer hanging space.

Changing the exhibits regularly, keeps the gallery looking 
fresh and gives all our artists an opportunity to curate and 
exhibit their work.

This month the main gallery features local artist, Wayne Sayer. 
Wayne was born in Carterton and has lived most of his life here. He 
has always painted and had a memorable art teacher, Clive Gibbs, 
at Wairarapa College. Later in life, Wayne attended night classes at 
Kuranui College, again with Clive as his teacher. One tip that Clive 
suggested was to use a palette knife when painting snow.

Wayne always uses acrylic paints. He is inspired by the natural 
world and never works from photos or images. “It’s all out of my 
head,” he explains.

Discovering American painter Bob Ross ‘The Joy of Painting’, 
was a bonus, which helped Wayne hone his style, and he likes to 
use recycled frames from local thrift shops.

Wayne’s recent work features moonlight, snow, seascapes 
and waterfalls.

Heart of Arts is open: Tuesday to Sunday, 10am until 2pm.
Wayne Sayer – Nostalgia, until 25 May.

WAIRARAPA SINGERS

From Darkness to Light
Music lovers familiar with traditional choral settings of the Requiem 
text, will know they are most often presented as a prayer of rest for 
those who have passed.

However, on Saturday 13 June, the Wairarapa Singers will 
perform a work that turns the traditional requiem on its head, 
by offering a prayer for those left behind as they grapple with 
pain and sorrow.

Dan Forrest’s Requiem for the Living, has been described as 
subtle in its intent, nuanced in its treatment, and beautiful and 
comforting in its effect.

Written in 2013, the work is frequently performed in the US 
and internationally. The Wairarapa Singers will be only the second 
choir in New Zealand to tackle this technically and emotionally 
complex piece.

The performance will feature an eight-piece orchestra and 
three soloists – soprano Sophia Gittings, mezzo-soprano Meredith 
Williams and tenor Richard Taylor.

The concert programme will also include three short pieces by 
the choir to compliment the Requiem, and a set of music sung by 
Sophia Gittings, accompanied by Music Director Mark Stamper. 
“Wairarapa Singers has traditionally sung major choral works 
by baroque and classical composers”, explains Mark. “But there 
is heaps of stunning, lyrical and challenging repertoire being 
written today. I’m excited by the opportunity for our audience to 
experience new sounds and composers in this concert, whilst 
continuing to progress the choir’s artistic journey.”

Marissa King

Water Fall in Green

WAIRARAPA SINGERS 
REQUIEM FOR THE LIVING. 

Saturday 13 June, 4pm. Rathkeale College.
Tickets $25, Children free. Tickets available at the door.

Or email: wairarapasingersnz@gmail.com
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WAIRARAPA AMATEUR RADIO CLUB

HamCram – tuning in to the world

You are probably unlikely to have heard of a HamCram, or possibly 
a Ham – an amateur radio operator.

For over 100 years, men and women of all ages from 10 to 100, 
have been talking to each other using radio waves. Amateur radio 
operators are allocated a number of bands in the radio frequency 
spectrum and can communicate with fellow operators around New 

Zealand and the world.
Amateur radio is an activity that requires a little technical 

expertise, some knowledge of electronics and radio (we can make 
and modify our own equipment), and some knowledge of the 
Radio Regulations and shortcodes (Q codes). These codes are 
commonly used by operators when on the air.

Amateur radio operators are also heavily involved in providing 
communication support for the public – supporting Civil Defence, 
Land Search and Rescue, and a range of other events including 
fishing contests, road and cycle races.

Our club has a number of members in the Carterton district; you 
may have spotted our antennas poking above the skyline.

For the first time in the Wairarapa it will be possible to gain an 
operator’s certificate that lasts a lifetime. After a few hours of study, 
you get a personal callsign. Most candidates pass the exam on 
Sunday afternoon. Those who don’t are assisted to get over the 
line after the HamCram ends.

The Wairarapa Amateur Radio Club HamCram: Friday 19 June 
– 7pm to 9pm, Saturday 20 June – 8.30am to 5.30pm, Sunday 21 
June – 8am to 1pm, with the examination following.

Wairarapa Amateur Radio Club clubrooms, Hood Aerodrome. 
Registration fee: $70. Registration closes – Friday 12 June. Anyone 
can become an amateur operator. 

For more information, or if you are interested in taking part in 
the HamCram, please contact Warwick Dean: 027 448 4728. Or 
check out our Facebook page.

Mike Woods – ZL1AXG

Coffee morning at the club
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Should’ve 
gone to WBS.

Bugger

Contact us today

Ts & Cs apply. Rates subject to change.

(06) 370 0070
wbs.net.nz
125 Queen Street, Masterton



Looking after your  
favourite things
When Barbara Gembitsky retired, she 
needed something to do; preferably a job 
that involved travel and animals.

She signed up with a house and pet 
sitting service, and for four years looked 
after people’s homes and cared for their 
pets. Many of Barbara’s jobs involved 
travelling from Lower Hutt to Wairarapa, 
where she wanted to eventually settle.

When her daughter’s family moved to 
Carterton, they invited her to come too, 
and in 2025 Barbara started her own 
small business looking after much-loved 
pets and homes.

Barbara has always had a love of 
animals – big or small, finned or feathered, 
and especially dogs. She also takes care 
of pet sheep, goats and chooks, which 
typically requires her to feed, water, or let 
them in and out of a paddock or coop.

Cats and dogs can become anxious 
when put into boarding, despite the quality 
of care. If the animals are allowed to stay in 

their home, the separation from the family 
is not as traumatic.

For elderly owners, being apart from 
their animal companion, is often as 
stressful for them as it is for their pet.

“I understand the responsibility placed 
on me to take the best care of the family 
pets, and to treat the home I am staying 
in with the greatest respect,” Barbara 
explains. “Before I agree to a job, I visit the 
home and family to meet everybody and 
chat about their requirements.”

Owners are asked to provide 
information about their pet, such as 
medication and routine, and also provide 
their contact information as well as their 
vet’s contact.

If you would like more information, 
please phone Barbara: 027 669 7292 or 
email: emeraldlifestylemanagement@
gmail.com. References available 
upon request.

Training under Carterton’s skies
Carterton’s dark skies recently hosted some of New Zealand’s 
most promising young astronomers, as part of the national 
selection process for the Astronomy and Astrophysics 
Olympiad team.

The Olympiad is an international competition that tests students 
in theory, data analysis and practical observing. The training camp 
brought together students from across the country to prepare for 
the competition in Vietnam later this year.

The observational component of the camp was centred at Star 
Safari Observatory in Carterton, where students trained under the 
exceptional sky quality that Carterton and the Wairarapa Dark Sky 
Reserve offer.

The observational programme was led and organised 
locally by Hari Mogoşanu and Sam Leske, who worked 
alongside the national training team led by Yvette Perrott from 
Victoria University.

Evening sessions gave students hands-on experience with 
telescopes, learning how to identify stars, constellations and 
distant objects. During the day, training took place in the Mars 
Blueberry, a portable planetarium where students practised 
understanding the night sky and how astronomers map it.

The camp highlights the growing role of Carterton in astro 
tourism and science education, with facilities such as the Star 
Safari Observatory helping put the region on the map.

Try this yourself: If you can find The Pleiades, also known as M 
45 (Matariki in Winter), you are looking roughly in the direction of 4 

hours right ascension. Astronomers use this like a clock.
So, here’s the challenge – If the Pleiades Star Cluster is highest 

in the northern sky, what time is it likely to be?
Answer: Around midnight in late November/early December. 

By January it is highest earlier in the evening, and by February 
earlier still.

Hari Mogoșanu and Sam Leske

Barbara and Daisy

Young scientists eager to see what’s out there
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CARTERTON NETBALL CLUB

Ready to bounce
The Carterton Netball Club is buzzing with excitement as the new 
netball season gets underway, for what promises to be a fantastic 
year on and off the court.

Our Primary club has kicked things off, taking to the courts for 
their grading games. It’s been encouraging to see so many young 
players back in action and showing great enthusiasm, skill and 
teamwork as they begin their season. These early games set the 
tone for development and fun, and the club is proud of the strong 
foundation being built at grassroots level.

The Senior netball competition has started and the club is 
delighted to be fielding three senior teams, reflecting the depth of 
talent and commitment within the club.

Our teams for 2026 include CNC JK&Co Maroon, CNC JK&Co 
Red, and the highly anticipated return of our Premier 1 team, 
CNC JK&CO Og’s.

None of this would be possible without the incredible support 
of our sponsors. The club would like to sincerely thank our major 
sponsor, JK&Co for their continued generosity and commitment. 

We are also extremely grateful to our valued club sponsors: 
The Workshop, Sargent Motorcycles, Amos Construction, 
Sophisticated Accounting, Fenix Foundation and Clareville Bakery.

As the season begins, we look forward to competitive games 
and strong club spirit, with plenty of memorable moments. 
We can’t wait to see our teams in action and would love to see 
supporters down at the courts.

Here’s to an exciting and successful season ahead.

WAIRARAPA WORD

Nai mai haere mai
All welcome to Hope is a Shovel – climate 
action strategies for the overwhelmed.

In the midst of converging crises, it 
can be easy to lose hope. But there are 
things we can do.

Join author of Slowing the Sun, Nadine 
Hura (Ngāti Hine, Ngāpuhi, Pākehā), and 
CDC Climate Change Coordinator, Ricky 
Utting, for a special two-part workshop 
examining the whakapapa of climate 
change and the responses we can activate 
personally and collectively.

Part One – will focus on the intersections 
of Te Tiriti justice and anti-colonialism, with 
Q&A and readings from Nadine’s book. 
Nadine Hura believes that Tiriti o Waitangi is 
the most powerful tool we have for climate 
action in Aotearoa.

Part Two – will be practical, interactive 
and creative, with zine-making inspiration 

featuring blogger and whale advocate, 
Cameron McCausland-Taylor (Ngāti Awa, 
Ngāpuhi, Te Arawa, Waitaha).

The event is free; come to one or both 
sessions. Bring your questions, enthusiasm, 
even despair – no-one leaves depressed.

Copies of Slowing the Sun will be 
available for sale and signing through 
Almo’s Books. The book is also available at 
Carterton Library, in print and as an e-book.

‘Nadine is one of Aotearoa’s most 
beautiful writers. She is a national treasure 
and her essays are full of heart. She writes 
bravely and powerfully about life in a way 
that breaks your heart and then heals it.’ – 
Emily Writes

Hope is a Shovel – Sunday 7 June, 
Carterton Library. Part One: 1pm to 2.30, 
Part Two: 3pm to 4.30.

Premier Four Competition winners – CNC Jk&Co Gold

Photo Credit: Ebony Lamb
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Handyman Service

~Call Jim & Luke for a free quote!

027 342 9902
jimlukerodgers@gmail.comWhy? Because we’re good!

 Decking 
 Fencing 
 Painting  
 Repairs

... and much more

*Pricing based on a 3 month subscription term. Shorter subscription terms available.

Safe, reliable, sustainable 
and affordable personal 

transport & delivery



HOSPICE WAIRARAPA

A bigger place for bargains
Hospice Wairarapa has opened a larger charity shop in Masterton.

This marks significant headway in the organisation’s efforts to 
raise vital funds to support its services throughout the Wairarapa.

Hospice Wairarapa’s retail network contributes significant 
funding to help ensure hospice services remain free of charge for 
patients and families across the region.

The new store, located in the former Mills Brothers building on 
the corner of Dixon and Russell Streets, was made possible by the 
generous support of Masterton Trust Lands Trust.

The expanded space will allow for a wider range of goods, 
including furniture and larger household items, and provide a more 
efficient area for sorting and processing donations.

The new location also offers ample free parking, making it 
easier for customers and donors alike.

“This is an exciting step forward for Hospice Wairarapa,” says 
Chief Executive Gretchen Saulbrey. “Our retail stores play a vital 
role in helping to keep hospice services free for our community.”

Retail Manager Sam Millward, says the new premises will better 
reflect the community’s generosity. “We’ve reached the point 
where we no longer have the space to do justice to the donations 
we receive,” she explains. “This new site gives us room to expand 
what we offer and make the most of every item donated.”

Lily Richmond – Hospice Wairarapa

CARTERTON MEDICAL CENTRE

Who is my health provider?
When you enrol, you will be assigned a doctor or Nurse 
Practitioner – a health provider.

We do our best to meet your needs and assign you to an 
appropriate person. However, we may need to assign you to a 
provider who has the capacity to take on more patients; some of 
our GPs have a full patient list. It is important to note, that while 
patients have the right to a health provider, they do not have the 
right to choose who that provider will be.

It is challenging if your GP changes or if there is a staff 
shortage. During such times, our existing doctors/NPs see 
patients, regardless of who their provider was, until a permanent 
one is found.

Thankfully, we are fully staffed now. An email was sent to all 
patients advising that their new GP replacement would take over 
their healthcare from the previous GP/NP.

You may still see other providers when your own GP/NP is 
on leave or via acute clinic/emergency, if your regular provider is 
not available. And of course, you can also see our nurses, HCAs 
and our HIP, as part of your regular healthcare team at Carterton 
Medical Centre.

We are pleased that we can now provide good continuity 
of care, with your regular doctor or nurse, for any ongoing 
health needs.

South End Kindergarten
We would like to extend a big thank you to WBS charitable trust for their generous $500 grant, which helped us purchase 
two new tables.

These tables are used every day for meals, creative projects, and a wide range of learning activities 
Their support helps us provide a safe and welcoming learning environment for our tamariki.
Recently, we were gifted some swan plants, complete with caterpillars. Our tamariki had the experience of watching the caterpillars 

change into a chrysalis then emerge as butterflies. It was a great way to learn about a caterpillar’s life cycle.
Racheal Wilkie
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Richmond Chapel, 
10 Richmond Road, 
Carterton 

Phone 06-379 7616 
or 0800 379 7616

Incorporating 
Clareville 
Crematorium

Richmond
Funeral Home 

Serving the Wairarapa communities

Tried, Trusted  
& Proven

www.richmondfuneralhome.co.nz

Peter & Jenny 
~ Your bereavement 

care specialists



GREYTOWN MUSIC GROUP

Soaring strings unite with the saxophone
Led by NZSO Associate Concertmaster 
Donald Armstrong, the Amici Ensemble 
returns with a fresh and exhilarating 
programme that defies tradition and 
delights the senses.

Donald’s team, Anna van der Zee 
on violin, Nicholas Hancox on viola, 
and Andrew Joyce on cello is joined by 
acclaimed saxophonist Simon Brew, 
in a stunning line-up that blends the 
elegance of the string quartet with the 
soulful lyricism and surprising versatility of 
the saxophone.

Since Adolf Sax invented the 
saxophone in the 1840s, composers 
have been enchanted with its sonorities. 
Composers such as Debussy and Ravel 
incorporated the beautiful sweetness 
of the saxophone in their music which 
influenced recent composers such as 
Russell Peterson and Ellen Zwilich.

The concert will open with Peterson’s 
Quintet, that draws on both classical 
chamber music traditions and the 
rhythmic language of jazz. Zwilich was the 
first female composer to win the Pulitzer 
Prize for Music.

For strings only, Max Richter’s On the 
Nature of Daylight, is a slow, luminous 
meditation on time, memory and loss.

After the interval the strings will play 
Mozart’s String Quartet in F Major, 
K590. This work was composed with the 

cello-playing King Friedrich Wilhelm III 
of Prussia in mind and the cello has a 
prominent, lyrical role.

The concert will finish with Winter and 
Spring, from the Four Seasons of Buenos 
Aires by Piazzolla, arranged for soprano 
sax and string quartet by Mary Osborne.

Don’t miss this rare opportunity to 
experience a chamber music concert 
like no other.

Amici Ensemble – Where Classical 
Meets the Unexpected: Saturday 23 May, 
4pm. 57 Wood St, Greytown. Admission 
$30, children $10. 

For bookings, contact Ed and Juliet 
Cooke: efjacooke@gmail.com or 
phone: 06 304 9497

Juliet Cooke

mici Ensemble – (L to R) Simon Brew, Nicholas Hancox, Donald 
Armstrong, Anna van der Zee and Andrew Joyce

ACTIVE AT ANY AGE

See what you can do
Active at any Age is a free, fun-filled day of low-impact sports, 
games and physical activity for everyone aged 60 plus.

Designed especially for kaumātua, this event will showcase 
a range of enjoyable and accessible activities to support 
positive ageing.

Active at any Age is an extension of the Live Stronger for Longer 
programme from ACC, which supports older adults to stay active, 
well and independent in their own homes and communities. 
Previously named Give-it-a-Go and the Senior Regional Games, 
these events hosted over 130 participants last year.

From low-impact cardio, tai chi, strength and balance, to 
pickleball, indoor bowls and line dancing, attendees will have the 

chance to engage in familiar favourites, or try something new in a 
supportive and welcoming environment.

Sample sessions and information stalls will share practical 
information helping participants make sustainable exercise 
choices. Last year, more than three-quarters of participants 
surveyed said there were activities they would like to continue 
doing in the future.

Active at any Age is run by Nuku Ora, the independent body for 
physical activity in the greater Wellington region.

Tuesday 26 May, 10am to Noon. Events Centre, Carterton.
For more information: www.activeatanyage.co.nz. Or phone: 

Chloe Frederiksen – 022 544 4825

QUICK CROSSWORD SOLUTION
Across: 1. Georgina Beyer, 8. Embalmed, 9. Tandem, 12. Doh, 14. Windfall, 16. Bawl, 18. Mink, 20. Contends, 22. Eel, 24. By Hand, 26. 
Notarise, 27. Agriculturist. Down: 2. Rood, 3. Item, 4. Braid, 5. Yamaha, 6. Radial, 7. Rapihi, 10. Elf, 11. Sloop, 13. Oboe, 15. Duke, 17. Widens, 
18. Moenga, 19. Neater, 21. Toy, 23. Lyric, 24. Belt, 25. Hoar.
CRYPTIC CROSSWORD SOLUTION
Across: 1. Troublemakers, 8. Cavalier, 9. Ashore, 12. Ego, 14. Lathered, 16. Urge, 18. Seal, 20. Altitude, 22. Eta, 24. Decked, 26. Deadline, 
27. Eventualities. Down: 2. Undo, 3. Lace, 4. Abate, 5. Editor, 6. Scribe, 7. Escape, 10. Roe, 11. Jelly, 13. Gust, 15. Halt, 17. Gadget, 18. 
Saddle, 19. Aerate, 21. Ire, 23. Allot, 24. Deal, 25. Curt.

Amici Ensemble – (L to R) Simon Brew, Nicholas Hancox,  
Donald Armstrong, Anna van der Zee and Andrew Joyce
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Stick it on the fridge!

Reach all of Carterton with the Carterton Crier 
We print 4,600 copies of the Carterton Crier each month, which 
are distributed widely throughout the Carterton district, reaching 
homes, businesses, and community hubs. 

If you’re interested in promoting your services, products, or 
events to a broad local audience, we invite you to get in touch with 
Charlotte – our advertising sales person –  to discuss available 
options and pricing.  We're always keen to work with you to find the 
best advertising solution for you.

The Crier is aided by grants from CDC Community Grants, 
Carterton Rotary, Eastern & Central Community Trust and WBS, 
and the support of the Carterton Lions. We are grateful to our 
business community for their continued support. 

Think global. Buy local.

Files must be high resolution PDF to exact measurements. If unsure please contact design@cartertoncrier.nz

FULL PAGE 
195mm x 280mm 

$550 +GST

1/2 PAGE 
195mm x 135mm 

$310 +GST

ADVERTORIAL 
Approx 250 words 

with image(s). 
195mm x 135mm 

$310 +GST

BANNER 
195mm x 75mm 

$230 +GST

1/4 PAGE 
95mm x 135mm

$195 +GST

1/8 PAGE 
95mm x 65mm

$105 +GST

OUTSIDE  
BACK COVER 

210x297mm  
+ 5mm bleed  and 
10mm safe margin

$600 +GST

Advertising Sales: Charlotte Harding
cartertoncrier@gmail.com | phone 027 625 7765
Deadline for June Edition: 5pm Friday 29 May
Delivered: 10–11 June

Advertising your business

The Carterton Crier welcomes Letters to the Editor of 200 words or 
less. Letters may be edited for clarity, legal ramifications, length or 
general taste at the editor’s discretion. We also reserve the right to 
refuse to publish submitted letters for the same reasons. All letters 
must be signed. Letters published do not necessarily reflect the views 
of The Carterton Crier, its staff or its advertisers. 

	z Sunset Cinema – Evil Does Not Exist – Friday 29 May, 7pm. 
Rangitahi Hub – down the lane beside the clock tower. Doors 
open at 7pm for tasty treats.

	z Aratoi Art – Manaia Carswell: Aupiki – until 31 May. Tino 
Rangitānetanga – Te waka wairua o Kurahaupō – until 19 July.

	z Reformed Congregation Church – Free lunch. Friday, Noon. 
The Little Haven, 5 High St.

	z Wai Word – Hope is a Shovel – Sunday 7 June, 1pm.  
Old Courthouse, Holloway St.

	z Books Alive! – Wednesday 27 May, 10 to 11am.  
Carterton Library.

	z Songs & Stories – Pre-schoolers. Thursdays 10 to 10.30am. 
Carterton Library.

	z Carterton Farmers Market – Sundays – 9am to 12.30pm. 
Fresh produce, plants and local products.

	z Knit & Give – 1st & 3rd Thursday of the month, from 2pm. 
Carterton Library. Supplies provided.

	z Digital Seniors – Carterton Library. Tuesdays – 9.30 to 
11.30am. Assistance using laptops, phones etc.

	z Carterton Community Garden  – Thursdays – 10am to 1pm. 
Haumanu House. Bring your tools and help the garden grow.

	z Wairarapa Amateur Radio Club – Monday 15 June, 7.30pm. 
Hood Aerodrome.

	z Wairarapa Community Law Centre – Free legal assistance. 
Events Centre. Friday 6 March, 11am to 3pm.

	z Justice of the Peace (JP) – Confidential free service. Every 
Friday, Noon to 2pm. Carterton Library.
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Crier conundrums created by Bruce Caddy

Quick Crossword
1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10

11 12 13

14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21

22 23

24 25

26

27

ACROSS
  at this year’s Wairarapa Film Festival (8,5)

 shown at this year’s Wairarapa Film Festival (2,4)

DOWN

 from a central point (6)

1. Subject of the 2001 film, Georgie Girl, that was shown

8. Preserved (a body) with chemicals (8)
9. In a pair (6)
12. Exclamation popularised by Homer Simpson (3)
14. Unexpected good fortune (8)
16. Cry loudly from pain (4)
18. Semi-aquatic animal valued for its fur (4)
20. Vies (8)
22. Slimy fish (3)
24. Name of a 2026 film about Greg and Ali Lang

26. Legally authenticate a document or contract (8)
27. Farmer (13)

2. Crucifix (4)
3. Piece of information, or detail (4)
4. Plait (5)
5. Brand of Japanese piano (6) 
6. Relating to lines or beams emanating 

7. Rubbish (Te Reo) (6)
10. In folklore, a small, manlike, mischievous being  (3)
11. Single-masted yacht (5)
13. Double reed orchestral wind instrument (4)
15. High-ranking nobleman (4)
17. Expands sideways (6)
18. Bed (Te Reo) (6)
19. Tidier (6)
21. Small or miniature variety (3)
23. Having songlike qualities (5)
24. Waistband supporting clothing (4)
25. Type of frost (4)

Cryptic Crossword 
1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10

11 12 13

14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21

22 23

24 25

26

27

ACROSS

 a stick to the eastern communist (8)

 to the ground (6)

DOWN

 at a job in the fourth estate (6)

 for dessert (5)

1. Unstable Euromarkets blamed the first two agitators (13)
8. Arrogant, chaotic Claire embraced Virginia (8)
9. With oars, he struggled to land (6)
12. I found myself in the heart of Herzegovina (3)
14. Hot and bothered after taking

16. “Encourage crazy Reg”, you said at the start! (4)
18. US navy warfare specialist involved in defense alerts (4)
20. Mix titled “Gold Elevation” (8)
22. Take infusion of tea with Greek landlord, perhaps? (3)
24. In action, a hundred thousand were knocked

26. No dial tone at zero hour? (8)
27. Eluviate northern site? Dire consequences! (13)

2. Disengage the peacekeeper at the party (4)
3. Alec shredded the delicate fabric (4)
4. Fade down a syncopated beat (5)
5. Edward and Victoria informally worked together

6. Brice’s indecipherable mark! (6)
7. Run away from gutless cop with relative ease (6)
10. Coral was told to pull on the oars (3)
11. Initially, Jonathan would call out noisily

13. Bit of wind? Sore guts! (4)
15. Pull up lame? (4)
17. Novel contraption? Egad! Get out of it! (6)
18. Burden one with 500 shady deals (6)
19. Oxygenate the outside, redefined area at the front (6)
21. Anger raged in fiery heart (3)
23. Apportion a preposterous toll (5)
24. Traffic in The Esplanade? Always! (4)
25. Cobain overheard being brusque (4)

By Bruce Caddy & Peter Caddy

Quick Crossword
1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10

11 12 13

14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21

22 23

24 25

26

27
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27. Farmer (13)
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3. Piece of information, or detail (4)
4. Plait (5)
5. Brand of Japanese piano (6) 
6. Relating to lines or beams emanating 

7. Rubbish (Te Reo) (6)
10. In folklore, a small, manlike, mischievous being  (3)
11. Single-masted yacht (5)
13. Double reed orchestral wind instrument (4)
15. High-ranking nobleman (4)
17. Expands sideways (6)
18. Bed (Te Reo) (6)
19. Tidier (6)
21. Small or miniature variety (3)
23. Having songlike qualities (5)
24. Waistband supporting clothing (4)
25. Type of frost (4)

Cryptic Crossword 
1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8
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14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21

22 23

24 25
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ACROSS

 a stick to the eastern communist (8)

 to the ground (6)

DOWN

 at a job in the fourth estate (6)

 for dessert (5)

1. Unstable Euromarkets blamed the first two agitators (13)
8. Arrogant, chaotic Claire embraced Virginia (8)
9. With oars, he struggled to land (6)
12. I found myself in the heart of Herzegovina (3)
14. Hot and bothered after taking

16. “Encourage crazy Reg”, you said at the start! (4)
18. US navy warfare specialist involved in defense alerts (4)
20. Mix titled “Gold Elevation” (8)
22. Take infusion of tea with Greek landlord, perhaps? (3)
24. In action, a hundred thousand were knocked

26. No dial tone at zero hour? (8)
27. Eluviate northern site? Dire consequences! (13)

2. Disengage the peacekeeper at the party (4)
3. Alec shredded the delicate fabric (4)
4. Fade down a syncopated beat (5)
5. Edward and Victoria informally worked together

6. Brice’s indecipherable mark! (6)
7. Run away from gutless cop with relative ease (6)
10. Coral was told to pull on the oars (3)
11. Initially, Jonathan would call out noisily

13. Bit of wind? Sore guts! (4)
15. Pull up lame? (4)
17. Novel contraption? Egad! Get out of it! (6)
18. Burden one with 500 shady deals (6)
19. Oxygenate the outside, redefined area at the front (6)
21. Anger raged in fiery heart (3)
23. Apportion a preposterous toll (5)
24. Traffic in The Esplanade? Always! (4)
25. Cobain overheard being brusque (4)
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neil.wood@wood-dg.co.nz
022 397 3099
www.wood-dg.co.nz

Looking for a building team in the Wairarapa who brings good vibes and 
great craftsmanship? You’ve found us! At Wood Developments Group Ltd., 
we’re all about making your building dreams a reality, whether it’s a brand-
new home, a stunning renovation, or even just that perfect deck to enjoy those 
long summer evenings.

Led by Neil Wood – a man who brings as much energy to the building site as 
he does warmth and good humour – our small but mighty team of dedicated 
builders is committed to delivering top-notch results across Featherston, 
Greytown, Carterton, and Masterton. We believe that building should be 
an enjoyable journey, not a stressful one. That’s why we blend professional 
expertise with a friendly, approachable style, ensuring a smooth process from 
start to finish. 

You can count on us to be transparent and reliable every step of the way. And 
when it comes to communication, Neil’s skills are top-notch, so you’ll always 
be well-informed and know exactly what’s going on, from our initial meeting 
right through to the end of your project.

From the foundations of your new home to the finishing touches on your 
renovation, and even those smaller projects that make a big difference, we 
pour our passion into every nail and every plank.


